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this act; and that if any perfon or perfons fhall hale, draw or lay acrofs, any fean C H A P.
or feans, on any other day or days, except as beforc excepted, during faid time, IV
and be thereof legally convi¢ted, by the oath of one or more credible witnefs or
witnefles, or by his or their confeffion, fhall forfeit and pay the fom of ten peunds

carrent money, to be recovered and applied as aforefaid.

VI. Jprovived aliwaps, That nothing in this a@ contained, fhall prevent any Pprovifa:
perfon or perfons whatever, from erecting fuch wears as are commonly fet in the
fides of the rivers, any where in the river Sufquehanna where the tide ebbs and

flows, nor in any part of the river Patuxent, below the place commonly called
Mount-Pleafant. o

VII. This a& to continue for and during the term of thiree years, and to the Coutinuancy

end of the next fefflion of affembly which fhall happen after the end of the faid
three years: :

Continued for three years; &c. by the a&t of 1771, ch. 16, and for feven years, &c. by the a& of Fe-
bruary, 1777, ch. 17, and for feven years, &c. by the a&t of 1784, ch. 83.

C HAP V.
An ACT to prevent any obftru&ion of the navigation in the river
Patowmack.

"HEREAS it is reprefented to this general affembly, That the water Preamble.
carriage is greatly obftructed by erecting fith-dams above the fallg in

the river Patowmack and alfo in Monococy river ;

I1. 2Be it theveforc enalted, by the right bonourable the lord proprietary, by and Fitm-dums,
with the advice and confent of bis lordfbip’s governor, and the upper and lower boufes &< ?{f&e}‘i‘.
of afferbly, and the authoricy of tte fime, That all fith-dams, or ,other devices for (e Falls
catching of fith, already made, or hereafter to be made, and all other ere@ions here- and Wilis's
after to be made, in the river Patowmack, between the Great Falls and Wills’s f;eek’ e
creek, or in the river Monococy, below the dividing thereof into the two Pipe fnces,
creeks, fhall be, and aré hereby deemed 2nd declared nuifances, and may, by any
perfon or perfons, be pulled down, proftrated and abated as fiich. And that no
perfon or perfons whatfoever, fhall hereafter put, place or ere&, any fuch fith-dam, Nomoretobe
or place, or make any heap of ftones, or other erection whatfoever, within the faid ;r;fﬁt;““‘
parts of either of the faid rivers, under the penalty of fifteen pounds current mo- ‘
ney, for every fuch offence, to be recovered in any couft of record within this pro-
vince, with cofts, by a&ion of debt, bill of indi¢tment, or information, wherein
but one imparlance fhall be allowed ; one half to the informer, or him or them
that will fue or profecute to effect for the fame, and the other half thereof to be
paid to the fheriff of Frederick county, to be by him accounted for and paid to the
juftices of faid county, and by them applied towards clearing or improving the
navigation of the faid rivers.

III. 9nd be it futthber enadted, That if any perfon or perfons thall obftru or Perfons ob-
hinder any other perfon or perfons in or from pulling down, proftrating or aba- Rfruéting the
ting, any fuch nuifance as aforefaid, or fhall affault or wound any perfon for pul- BijR8 dovx
ling down, proftrating or abating, any fuch nuifance as aforefaid, or for attémpting to forfcit 20/
fo to do, every fuch perfon, for every fuch offence, befides being fubje to the &e.
acion of the injured party for damages, fhall forfeit the fum of twenty pounds

current money, to be recovered with cofts, and applied as aforefaid.

- IV. ano be it further gnaftsd, That in any acion or fuit for recovery of any oOn fuit

of the faid penaltics, and alfo in anyaction for an affault, beating or wounding, for broughe for
pulling down, proftrating or abating, fuch nuifance as aforefaid, or for attempting o e
1o to do, on an affidavit, or other proof fatisfattory to the court where fuch fuit given.

er action is depending; of there being caufe for bringing the fame, the defendant

+ thall and may be compelled to give good and fufficient {pecial bail.

V. dnn



